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Dorset. 


1st  June,  1966 


To  The  Mayor,  .Aldermen  &  Councillors, 
Shaftesbury  Borough  Council, 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  .Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1965, 

The  report  is  prepared  and  uill  be  circulated 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Public 
Wealth  Officers  Regulations,  1959. 

AllOTing  for  the  smallness  of  numbers  under 
consideration  the  vital  statistics  compare  fav¬ 
ourably  with  those  for  tiie  Country  as  a  whole. 

With  only  thirty-five  deaths  the  comparative 
death  rate  was  7.8  (the  loivest  recorded  in  the 
Borough)  compared  v/ith  11.5  for  England  and  Wales 
as  a  whole. 

There  was  no  increased  incidence  of  notif¬ 
iable  disease. 

With  the  increasing  demands  made  on  your 
Public  Health  Inspector’s  time  in  his  capacitj/- 
as  Surveyor,  less  and  less  routine  public  health 
and  housing  inspections  are  being  carried  out. 
Virtually  the  only  inspections  carried  out  are 
the  result  of  complaints  made.  This  is  unsatis¬ 
factory. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr,  Teasdale,  your  Public 
Health  Inspector,  for  his  co-operation  and  help 
during  the  year  and  for  his  assistance  in  prep¬ 
aring  this  report,  and  to  my  clerk,  Miss  J. 

Shirley  for  her  efficient  services. 

I  v/ould  also  like  to  thank  you  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen,  for  your  courtesy  and  consideration 
throughout  the  year, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be , 


Your  Obedient  Servant 


Medical  Officer  of  Wealth. 
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SHAFTESBURY  BOROUGH  GOUHGIL 


ANITUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  ^EDIGAL  OFFIGER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  'year 

19  6  5 


A. 


Area  -  1,078  acres. 

Rateable  Value:  1st  April, 
Production  of  a  penny  rate: 


1966  -  £136,552 

1965/66  -  £528 

1966/67  -  £526(est) 


Vital  Statistics 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estiinate)  -  3,440 
Natural  increase  in  population( Births 
over  Deaths)  -  18 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Male  Female 


Gomparative  Rates 
( a)Shaf tes bury( bjEngland 
Borough  &  Wales 


Total 

Illegitimate 


26  27^Rate  per  1,000 
2  3)resident  pop: 

=  15.4 


19.3 


18.1 


STILLBIRTHS 


Total 


Nil  Nil)Rate  per  1,000 
live  &  still¬ 
births  =  Nil 


Nil 


J.5.7 


DEATHS 


'otal 


14  2l)Rate  per  1,000 
resident  pop: 

=  10.2 


7.8 


11.5 


Deaths  in  Infants 


Under  1  Year  Nil 


Deaths 


Nil) Infantile  death 
rate  per  1,000 
live  births 


)=  Nil 

Nil 

19.7 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

from. 

Maternal  Gauses 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

t» 

Tuberculosis 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

11 

Gancer  of  the  Lungs 

Nil 

2 

1 

2 

11 

Other  Gancer 

3 

10 

10 

8 

M 

Goronary  Disease(Angina) 

4 

7 

10 

5 

If 

Other  Heart  or  Vascular 

16 

disease 

21 

10 

17 

If 

Influenza 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

M 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

1 

1 

It 

Motor  vehiicle  accidents 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

It 

All  other  accidents 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

tl 

Suicide 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

If 

Leul^;aemia  &  Aleukemia 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 
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Nature  of  the  District 


Shaftesbury  is  an  ancient  Borough  v/ith  strong 
historical  connections.  It  is  a  market  tov/n  supp¬ 
lying  the  requirements  of  the  farming  community  in 
the  surrounding  districts. 

Its  principal  industries  and  trades  include 
glove  making,  and  the  local  central  depots  for  the 
Southern  Electricity  Board  and  Post  Office  Engin¬ 
eers  are  stationed  there,  A  G-overnment  Radio 
Station  is  also  v/ithin  its  boundaries.  A  laundry 
and  egg  packing  station  are  more  recent  acquis¬ 
itions  in  the  Borough,  Plans  are  in  hand  for 
further  industrial  development. 


C .  Health  Services  in  the  District  which  are  not  the 

Responsibility  of  the  District  Council. 


The  Hospital  Service 

The  Westminster  Memorial  Hospital  of  the 
Salisbury  Group  Management  Committee  of  the 
Wessex  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides  local 
hospital  facilities,  both  in-patient  and  out¬ 
patient. 

Ambulance  Service 


The  local  ambulance  service  Vies  provided  by 
the  Couiity  Council  using  the  St,  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  as  its  agent.  An  efficient  service 
maintained  throughout  the  year. 

Laboratory  Services 

The  laboratories  at  Dorchester  and  Salisbury 
of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  cover  your 
district.  The  service  has  again  proved  in  every 
YJB.Y ,  to  be  co-operative  and  efficient. 

General  Medical  Practitioner,  Ophthalmic  and 

Pnarmaceutical  Services 


These  are  administered  locally  by  the  Dorset 
Executive  Committee, 

County  Council  Services 

The  personal  preventive  health  services  are 
the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council. 

They  comprise,  the  care  of  mothers  and  young 
children,  maternity,  school  health,  prophylactic 
inoculations,  home  nursing,  mental  health,  the 
ambulance  service,  the  care  and  after  care  of  the 
tuberculous,  blind  and  handicapped,  health  educ¬ 
ation,  the  domestic  help  service  and  the  welfare 
of  the  aged. 
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Domestic  Home  Help  Service 


The  assistance  provided  by  the  domestic  home 
help  service  is  of  such  incalculable  benefit  to 
the  needy  old  people,  that  it  is  difficult  to  re¬ 
call  ho’7  these  people  managed  before  this  service 
was  instituted* 

But  for  this  service,  on  which  increasing 
demands  are  being  made,  many  old  people  would  be 
unable  to  survive  in  their  own  homes. 

Voluntary  Services 

Acknov/ledgiiient  must  be  made  of  the  excellent 
voluntary  work  carried  out  in  the  district  by  the 
British  Red  Cross  Societj^,  the  Silver  Thread  Club 
and  the  Meals  on  ''Vheels  Service  provided  by  the 

W.V.S. 


Thirty  two  elderly  people  benefit  ted  from 
this  valuable  service,  compared  with  twenty- 
three  during  the  preceding  year.  Not  only  are 
the  meals  appreciated,  but  even  more  (one  some¬ 
times  thinks)  are  the  twice  weekly  visits  by  the 
helpers  who  take  the  meals  around. 


D.  Environmental  Health  Services 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  time)  -  Noel  E. Pearson 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H, 

He  also  acts  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  four  other  District  Councils  in  the 
North  Dorset  Atea  and  as  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Dorset  County  Council. 

The  time  available  which  he  has  to  devote  to 
his  duties  with  ^^our  Council  is  something 
less  than  one  half  day  per  week. 

Dr.  G.B,  Hopkins  of  the  Blandford  and  Niraborne 
District  acts  as  his  deputy  during  his  abs¬ 
ence,  on  a  reciprocal  basis. 

Public  Health  Inspector  (Part  time)  -  "i^illiam  Norman 

Teasdale , 

M.R.S.H.  ,  M.A.P.Ii.I,,  Certificate  of  R.S.H. 
and  P.I.E.J.B.  Certificate  of  R.S.H.  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Poods. 

Assistant  Surveyor  (Part  time)  -  Arthur  Grimmond 

from  4.1,65. 
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VWTER  SUPPLY 


All  properties  in  the  Borough  are  served  by 
a  public  water  supply  with  the  exception  of  one 
property  having  a  satisfactory  private  supply. 
Eighteen  properties  (thirty  seven  persons)  are, 
however,  still  served  by  standpipe  supplies. 

The  public  supply  is  provided  by  the  West 
Wilts  Water  Board.  Close  co-operation  has  been 
maintained  between  officers  of  your  Council  and 
those  of  the  Board. 

Regular  sampling  of  the  supply  at  source, 
by  the  Board  has  been  carried  out.  No  samples 
were  taken  by  your  staff. 

The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quan¬ 
tity  and  quality  throughout  the  year. 


DRAINAGE  AiTD  SE’WSRAGE 


New  sewers  and  sewer  extensions  have  been 
completed  to  deal  with  new  housing  and  the  In¬ 
dustrial  estate  development. 

A  comprehensive  sewage  disposal  scheme  to 
replace  the  existing  unsatisfactory  arrange¬ 
ments  at  Holyrood  Farm  and  to  meet  the  antici¬ 
pated  industrial  and  housing  development  has 
been  accepted  by  the  Council  and  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  for  approval.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  no  information  was  available  as  to  when  the 
Ministry  would  allow  the  scheme  to  be  commenced. 


PUBLIC  CLEANS HTG 


There  has  been  no  change  in  the  weekly  curb 
side  collection  of  refuse  and  disposal  on  to  the 
Salisbury  Road  tip,  where  conditions  still  re¬ 
main  as  unsatisfactory  as  ever. 


ROADSIDE  SANITATION 


No  serious  public  health  nuisances  have 
occurred  in  your  Borough  from  unsatisfactory 
roadside  sanitation.  There  is  one  unofficial 
lay-by  on  A 30  adjoining  the  refuse  tip  which 
enables  it  to  have  weekly  attention. 
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RIVERS  AED  STREAI-IS  POLLliriON 


With  the  existing  unsatisfactory  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  arrangements  pollution  of  water  courses, 
particularlji^  in  the  liolyrood  Parra  area  have  con¬ 
tinued,  but  where  some  temporary  iraproveraent  has 
been  obtained. 


SHOPS  ACT 


The  Borough  Council  is  the  responsible  Auth¬ 
ority  for  the  administration  of  the  Shops  Act, 
1950  within  the  Borough. 


Ho.  of  inspections  carried  out  _ _ 164 

Ho,  of  defects  found _ ^ 

Ho.  of  notices  served _ 8 

Ho.  of  notices  complied  with _ 8 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961  (Hil  figures  not  given) 


Ho. of  prem- 

Inspec 

-Written 

ises  on  Reg- 

tions. 

notices 

( i)Pactories  in  which  sec¬ 
tions  1,2, 3, 4  and  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

is ter. 

( ii)Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

26 

59 

2 

(  iii)0ther  prei.aises  in 
which  Section  7  is  enfor¬ 
ced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers'  premises). 

10 

17 

1 

Total 

36 

76 

3 

Ho.  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  - 

P  OP  nd 

Remedied 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Unsuitable  or 

Defective 

3 

O' 

Total •- 

3 

3 

Ho.  of  Outworkers  (vJearing  Apparel) 

LO 

00 

1 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  &  RAIU7AY  PREMISES  ACT,  1965 

'  '  'your  Public  Health 


this  Act,  Only  ten 


inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 


THE  CLEAIT  AIR  ACT,  1956 


No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during 
the  year. 


RADIOACTR^  SUBSTANCES  ACT 


No  premises  in  the  Borough  are  registered 
under  this  Act, 


SWIMMING  BATHS 


There  is  one  public  swimming  bath  in  the 
Borough  provided  by  the  Council, 

The  bacteriological  condition  of  the  ’vater 
when  the  bath  was  in  use  remained  satisfactory. 


THE  CONTROL  OF  MO\rEABIJD  DV/ELLIiTGS 


There  are  no  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the 
Borough, 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES 


No  action  was  called  for  or  taken,  daring  the 

year. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


The  duties  of  the  Council  under  the  above 
Act  are  carried  out  in  the  district  by  the  North 
Dorset  Joint  Rodent  Committee, 

A  high  measure  of  control  has  been  main¬ 
tained  although  the  refuse  tip  continues  to  give 
some  cause  for  concern. 
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RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MTERIALS  ACT,  1951 


No  premises  in  the  Borough  are  registered  or 
licensed  under  this  Act, 


PET  ANItlALS  ACT,  1951 


No  premises  in  the  Borough  are  registered  or 
licensed  under  this  Act, 


ANIML  BOARDIITG  ESTABLISHIvIEITT  ACT,  1965 


There  are  no  premises  registered  \inder  this 
Act  in  the  district. 

Under  the  Act,  with  certain  limited  excep¬ 
tions,  any  person  ?/ho  carries  on  a  business  of 
providing  accommodation  for  other  people’s  animals, 
even  in  a  private  house,  must  be  registered  under 
this  Act,  by  the  Borough  Council, 


SCHOOLS  (INGLUDIITG  SCHOOL  CAITTEEiTS) 


The  standard  of  hygiene  is  generally  high  in 
the  secondary  schools  canteens  and  boarding  houses. 

There  is  still  room  for  improvement  in  san¬ 
itary  conditions  at  the  primary  schools,  although 
there  are  signs  that  this  may  be  effected  through 
the  plans  for  the  building  of  a  new  Shaftesbury 
Junior  School  at  Marapitts  Road,  and  the  improve¬ 
ment  and  extensions  at  St.  James  Junior  School, 


NATIONAL  ASSISTAHCE  ACTS,  1948  &  1951  -  Section  47 


No  action  under  this  Act  was  required  to  be 
taken  to  effect  the  compulsory  removal  of  a  person 
requiring  care  and  attention. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


There  are  two  sets  of  public  conveniences  in 
the  Borough,  At  the  Bleke  Street  recreation  ground 
one  for  women  only.  At  the  Town  Hall  (part  under¬ 
ground)  provision  is  made  for  men  and  wrotnen,  the 
women's  portion  being  provided  with  wrashing  facili¬ 
ties,  cold  water  with  soap  and  paper  tow^els. 
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An  additional  convenience  for  both  sexes  is 
urgently  required  at  the  Coppice  Street  car  park. 

Much  as  one  would  like  to  see  all  the  con¬ 
veniences  provided  with  adequate  washing  facili¬ 
ties  in  the  interests  of  personal  and  food  hygierx^ 
one  hesitates  to  advocate  expenditure  in  this  dir¬ 
ection  so  long  as  the  vandalism  so  often  occurring 
at  the  conveniences,  persists. 


HOUSING 


Efforts  to  deal  with  sub-standard  house  in 
the  town  are  nullified  until  new  houses  are  prov¬ 
ided  by  the  Council  to  re -house  the  occupants. 

No  new  houses  were  provided  by  the  Council 
during  1965,  but  plans  were  being  made  to  make 
some  provision  during  1966,  but  unfortunately 
this  will  not  include  dv/ellings  of  a  type  part¬ 
icularly  suitable  for  the  needs  of  old  people. 

At  the  moment  there  is  little  encouragement 
to  seek  to  improve  hoios  ing  conditions  as  replace¬ 
ments  are  not  available,  as  shown  by  the  fact  that 
persons  living  in  houses  made  subject  to  demol¬ 
ition  orders,  years  ago,  are  still  living  in  the 
same  house  under  the  same  or  worsening  conditions. 

The  only  improvement  taking  place  occurs  in 
the  few  cases  where  owner-occupiers  apply  for  and 
obtain  improvement  grants.  In  1965  these  only 
numbered  two  as  against  seven  in  1964  and  twelve 
in  1963. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  to  imple¬ 
ment  Section  13  of  the  Housing  Act  1964  to  ascer¬ 
tain  which  houses  should  be  made  the  subject  of 
compulsory  improvement  orders. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  industrial  development 
with  its  accompanying  new  housing  projects  will 
infuse  new  life  into  the  housing  conditions  of  the 
Borough  and  give  sorae  fresh  impetus  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  sub-standard  houses  in  the  area. 

House  Inspections 

Total  No.  of  houses  in  the  district _  1 ,233 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during 
the  year  - 


Total  No,  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

during  the  year _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  31S 

No.  of  inspections  made  ~ 

No,  of  informal  notices  served _  73 

No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with _ 58 

No,  of  statutory  notices  served _  Nil 

No,  of  statutory  notices  complied  with _ Nil 
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Nil 


No.  of  houses  reported  under  Section  16 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1958 _ 

Action  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  in 
respect  of  such  houses  - 


Demolition  Orders  Made _ li il 

Undertakings  accepted  for  - 

Closure  _ Nil 

Reconditioning  _ Nil 

Other  Action  2 


No,  of  houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas 
during  the  year  _ 2 


Overcrowding 


No  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  v/ere 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  diiring  the 
year. 


Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

No  houses  in  the  Borough  are  known  to  be  let 
in  lodgings. 


Rehousing 

Seven  families  v/ere  housed  by  the  Council 
during  the  year,  c  anpared  with  thirteen  during 
the  preceding  year. 


New  Housing 

Ten  new  dwellings  were  provided  during  the 
year  by  private  enterprise,  none  by  the  Council, 


Housing  Applications 

At  the  end  of  tlie  year  there  were  one  hundred 
and  six  applications  accepted  on  the  Council’s 
housing  waiting  list  (compared  with  eighty  three  a 
year  ago)  of  which  seventy  one  were  resident  in  the 
Boroijgh  and  thirty  five  resident  outside  the  Borough. 


Improvement  Grants 


No  applications  for  ’standard’  and  only  two  for 
’discretionary’  grants  v/ere  received  during  the  year, 
compared  v/ith  four  and  three  respectively  in  the 
preceding  year. 
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IITSPECTIOW  Am  SUPERVISIOIM  OP  POOD  SUPPLIES 


Milk 

Milk  &  Dairies(G-eneral)Reprulati ons  ,1959 

No,  of  ’Dealers*  subject  to  reg¬ 
istration  by  the  District  Council _ 7 

No,  of  ’Dairies*  in  the  district 
subject  to  registration _ Nil 

No,  of  ’Distributors’  subject  to 
registration _ 6 


Samnles 

Pourteen  samples  of  milk  from  the  Boroijgh 
were  taken  and  submitted  for  examination  during 
the  year  by  officers  of  the  County  Council, 

None  by  officers  of  the  Borough  Council, 

Brucellosis 


No  samples  were  taken  specifically  for 
examination  for  Brucellosis, 


Milk  &  Dairie3(G-eneral)Regulat  ions  ,1959 

Regulation  20, 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the 

year. 


Other  Pood  Premises 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area,  by 
type  of  business:- 


Hotels,  restaurants,  cafes  and 
boarding  houses _ _ ^ 


Canteens  -  School  and  workplace 
Confectioners 

7 

5 

Meat  and  Pish 

7 

G-rocers 

9 

Mixed  Stores 

3 

Boarding  Schools  and  other 
residential  institutions 

2 

Pood  factories 

2 

Stalls 

- 

Other 

7 

Total  - 

69 

No,  of  above  subject  to  registration  luide'r 
Section  16  of  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act,  1955  in  res¬ 
pect  of  - 

Ice  Cream _ ^ 

Sausages  &  Prepared  Meats _ 3 

Pish  and  Chips _ 2 
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Food  HygjQie(Qeneral)Rep:iilati ons  ,1960 


No.  of  No«  comp 

o 

• 

o 

1 1 

No,  Comp 

Prem 

-  lying 

Sec,  19 

lying 

ises 

to  Reg, 

Prem- 

to  Reg, 

Trade 

16. 

ises. 

19. 

Hotels 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Cafes 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Public  Houses 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Clubs 

6 

4 

6 

6 

Church  Halls 

5 

4 

5 

5 

Canteens  -  Schools 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Confectioners 

5 

2 

2 

2 

Meat  and  Pish 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Grocers 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Mixed  Stores 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Boarding  Schools 

2 

2 

- 

— 

Food  Factories 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Others 

7 

5 

5 

5 

69 

61 

62 

62 

No,  of  samples 
Methylene  Blue  Test 

of 

ice  cream 

submitted  for 
Nil 

No,  of  premises  inspected  during  the 

year 

55 

No,  of  inspections 

c  arried 

out 

233 

Food  Inspection 

Food  Shops  and  Other  Premises 

The  total  quantity  of  foodstuffs  condeiimed 
during  the  year  v/as  195  lbs. 


LIQUID  B30  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS,  1965 


There  are  no  pasteurisation  plants  in  the 
Borough  and  no  samples  of  liquid  egg  have  been 
taken  for  examination. 


Slaughterhouses 

There  is  no  slaughterhouse,  now,  in  the 
Borough, 
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smamRY  of  sanitary  dtspbctiqi-s  (iiicLUDim  hous¬ 

ing)  CARRITIiD  OUT 


Total  No,  of  inspections  (under*  all  headings) 5 ,509 


Total  No,  of  informal  notices  served _ 192 

Total  No,  of  informal  notices  complied  with _ 164 

Total  No,  of  statutory  notices  served _ Nil 

Total  No,  of  statutor^r  notices  complied  with  Nil 

No,  of  prosecutions _ Nil 


E.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 


Other  than  Tuberculosis  - 


Disease 


Total  Cases 

Notified 


Measles 
Pneumonia 
Scarlet  Fever 


92 

2 

2 


Tuberculosis 


Nev;  Gases  Notified 
Respiratory  Non-Re spiratory 


Food  Poisoning  - 

There  was  one  case  of  food  poisoning  not¬ 
ified  during  the  year. 


NOEL  F.  FEARS  ON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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